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As we reached the airstrip it was like watching a veteran returning to the site of 
a major battlefield. Ricky was aglow as he told of the many highlights and 
struggles they faced.  They moved several school bus sized rocks and even one 
large house sized rock with just shovels and water.  God gave them wisdom to 
dig in such a way that no one was injured when the rocks finally slid down the 
mountain.  Ricky shared many stories of how God worked.  We will never know 
why God prevented the airstrip from being finished.  One thing is for sure though, 
Ricky witnessed to his 30 workers and lived such a godly life that everyone was 
touched by his ministry.  Four years later, the men were very happy to see Ricky 
again.  It could be that the reason for the airstrip construction was to show the 
men how a Papua New Guinean can live for the Lord as opposed to just watching 
how the missionaries live for the Lord.  

During our five days there we were able to encourage the missionaries, show the 
movie “The End of the Spear”, and help out where we could.  And yes, we even 
found some time to relax and do some sightseeing.
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                 Return to the airstrip

Last month I was able to go with 
Ricky to visit the airstrip he spent 
3 years building.  I had previously 
worked with him at Aviation until 
he retired in 2010.  Then God led 
him to help another mission build 
an airstrip.  They spent three 
years carving the airstrip out of 
the mountain using shovels, 
water, and one bobcat (small 
front end loader).  They watched 
as God worked many miracles 
only to have the bobcat arm 
break beyond repair as they 
reached the top of the mountain. 
It was discouraging for all.



Blessings can come in many packages.  While 
God used me to bless many this past month, God 
used another church to bless me.  Over the past 
couple years, our mission center has been moving 
more to solar panel installations and generators to 
power the residential part of the center.  Ever since 
God gave me my house in May, I have considered 
getting a solar panel installation for my house.  I kept 
debating whether to go ahead or not when a church 
asked me if there was a project they could help me 
with.  This was an answer to prayer and one that will 
keep giving as it will supply all of my electrical needs 
for the majority of the year.  I am near the bottom of 
the list and so will have to wait a few months for the 
installation to be finished.

Praise Items:
-for a good time of relaxation and ministry

-for safe flights taking many people out for the Kasua New 
Testament dedication

-for God's many blessings

-that God has blessed me with good health

-that God is using me to manage the five Jesus Film backpack 
kits so many people can take them on short trips

         My neighbor's solar installation

Prayer Requests:
-for more flight and maintenance personnel

-for the safe delivery of the JAARS helicopter that was 
enroute to Cameroon when the container ship was 
captured by pirates.

-for healing of carpal tunnel in my right hand

-that the Kasua people will use God's Word

-for a smooth engine change and major inspection on one 
of our Kodiaks Nov-Jan

         Working on the NTMA helicopter

Later in the month I was given a chance to bless 
New Tribes Mission Aviation (NTMA).  They 
wanted to upgrade their helicopter with the same 
flight tracking system that their Kodiaks and our 
whole fleet use.  Since I had a lot of experience 
installing these boxes and testing them, I was 
asked to go help them with the install.  I focused 
on routing and connecting the wires while they 
installed the antennas and did other sheet metal 
work.  It was encouraging to watch how we 
worked as a team to finish the project in a week. 
My time at NTMA also gave me a chance to 
interact with some engineers and their families 
over evening meals.  

During my time in the village, I gained a new 
appreciation for those that serve in remote areas. 
First, I got to experience the isolation.  Though they 
are surrounded by lots of people, there are very few 
from their same culture to “let down their hair” with. 
The other insight I gained was how hard it is to do 
more than basic maintenance in the village.  My first 
day I helped them put their Kawasaki Mule (large golf 
cart) back together.  They had previously taken it 
apart to look for an oil leak. Together we were 
eventually able to get the engine mounted again. 
However, the last engine bolt would not go in because 
the threads were damaged.  There was no store to 
buy another bolt, so we had to make the bolt work 
using only a narrow file to cut new threads in the bolt.

              Installing the engine mount bolts


